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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
You may have seen, in the news today, that the Government has announced some changes to primary school assessments for 
2021 due to the effects of COVID-19.  
 
The main changes are:  
 

 Year 1 phonic check: This statutory assessment was due to take place during the week beginning 7th June but the 
Government have stated that the date for this can be extended by one week so schools will have until Friday 25th 
June 2021 to complete and submit these assessments.  

 End of Key Stage 1 assessments (Year 2): There will be no formal tests for Year 2 children this academic year. The end 
of key stage 1 judgements will be based on teacher assessment. Teacher will gather evidence of children’s learning 
throughout the Spring and Summer term and make a judgement for each child for the end of this key stage.  

 End of Key Stage 2 assessments or SATs (Year 6): Reading and Maths tests will go ahead as normal but there will be no 
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling test this year. This statutory assessment was due to take place during the week 
beginning 10th May but the Government have stated that the date for this can be extended by one week so schools 
will have until Friday 21st May 2021 to administer these tests – we will inform Year 6 parents and carers as soon as 
we have set dates for these tests. Teacher will submit teacher assessment judgements for writing as usual. SATs will 
still be externally set and marked (test papers are not marked by Merridale teachers but are sent away to be 
marked).  

 None of the assessment data will be published nationally. There will be no “league table” results for primary schools 
for 2020-21. All assessment judgements will be reported to individual parents, carers and pupils as usual. 

 
If any further information or updates become available, we will make parents and carers aware. As always, we will 
provide further information on statutory assessments for pupils nearer the time.  
 
As you know, school staff and pupils have been working incredibly hard since school fully re-opened in September to 
equip our children with the skills and knowledge that they need to move forward in their learning. We are aware that 
the effects of COVID-19 have had a negative impact on the learning and opportunities for many pupils and we will 
continue to work hard to help children meet their potential and overcome these barriers.  
 
We are, as ever, grateful for the support of parents, carers and families who work hard to support children with their 
learning at home, including helping children to meet the reading challenge and make good use of the Doodle apps at 
home.  
 
If you have any further questions regarding statutory assessments or how you can help support your child’s learning at 
home, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Yours Sincerely,  

 
Mr S Lane  
Headteacher 


